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the middle of this Island, intending to land; but the
wind and tide struck our ship with so much force
that the cable broke like a thread, leaving the anchor
in the water. At a quarter of a league distant an-
other anchor was cast, and the cable broke just as
the first one did. In the midst of this struggle, as
the violence of the winds redoubled, the cable [33]
fastening the boat to the stern of our ship also broke,
and in an instant our boat disappeared. Three days
later some Savages came and told us where it had
grounded. If it had been driven upon the rocks, as
it was upon the mud, it would have been broken in-
to a hundred pieces. If this hurricane had fallen
upon us an hour earlier, in a very dangerous place,
our Pilots say it would have been all over with us.
At length, when we were about three-quarters of a
league from the end of our pilgrimage, the third an-
chor was cast, and it stopped us. A French barque
that we had met at Tadoussac, and which came with
us, lost two anchors as we did.

At length, on the sth of July, which was Mon-
day,—two months and 18 days since the 18th of
April, when we sailed,—[34] we reached the much
desired port. We cast anchor in front of the fort
which the English held; we saw at the foot of this fort
the poor settlement of Kebec all in ashes. The Eng-
lish, who came to this country to plunder and not
to build up, not only burned a greater part of the de-
tached buildings which Father Charles Lallement
had had erected, but also all of that poor settlement
of which nothing now is to be seen but the ruins of
its stone walls. This greatly inconveniences the
French, who do not know where to lodge. The next
day Captain Thomas Ker was summoned, a man of



